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contemporaneous, with the developments and addi-
tions in dogmatic statements which have occurred
between the Apostolic and the present age, and which
are but a result and an evidence of spiritual life.

10.

64. Nor, lastly, is it any real argument against
admitting the Ecclesiastical Miracles on the whole, or
against admitting certain of them, that certain others
are rejected on all hands as fictitious or pretended.
It happens as a matter of course, on many accounts,
that where miracles are really wrought, miracles will
also be attempted, or simulated, or imitated, or fabled;
and such counterfeits become, not a disproof, but a
proof of the existence of their prototypes, just as
hypocrisy and extravagant profession are an argument
for, and not against, the reality of virtue.* It is
doubtless the tendency of religious minds to imagine
mysteries and wonders where there are none; and
much more, where causes of awe really exist, will
they unintentionally misstate, exaggerate, and em-
bellish, when they set themselves to relate what theyf
have witnessed or have heard.0 A fact is not dis-
proved because the testimony is confused or insuffi-
cient ; it is only unproved. And further, the imagi-
nation, as is well known, is a fruitful cause of apparent
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